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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. Jolin Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1. 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
PAT 5,610,821 to Gazis et al. (Gazis). 

As to claim 1 . Gazis discloses a route planning method (title) with in transit 
information describing a location and status of items (24, fig 3 and col 3, lines 64-66), 
route information describing the routes and capacities (fig 4), measured transit time 
including actual times taken for movement along routes (col 3, line 67- col 4, line 2), a 
plurality of access units configured to access the database from the route (fig 1). 

Gazis further discloses stops along routes (col 3, lines 21-35). 

Gazis does not, however, teach using the system for facilitating delivery of 
manufactured items. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the system 
disclosed by Gazis by using it for delivery routes as Gazis teaches it as a good way to 
route traffic around problems thus decreasing travel time and decreasing travel time is 
well known to be useful in the art for saving money. 

It would be inherent that a delivery service would know: the carrier information 
describing capacity else it could not know if the carrier could handle a load, route 
information to the destinations including cost (tolls), origin points, mixing center points, 
termination points and customer facility points (as these are where the deliverer 
delivers). 

As to claim 2, as Gazis shows the current status of the route it would be inherent 
that the database could be updated. 

As to claims 3,4, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
allow the units to update the database information on network facility and carrier 
information as these would affect deliveries. 

As to claim 5, as the in transit information is shown to be collected, it would be 
obvious to allow the database to be updated. 

As to claim 6, the system is shown to predict optimal transit times (title). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure, US PAT 5,354.957 to Robertson discloses a system for modeling 
transit routes. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J. Fisher whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6804. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-5:00pm alt Fri. off. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned Is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Michael J. Fisher 





Patent Examiner 
GAU 3629 



3/20/06 



